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Introduction 



Welcome to the Handbook of Adverse Drug Interac- 
tions tutorial. The handbook offers a quick guide to 
possible adverse effects of drug interactions, with 
brief recommendations for precautionary measures. 
Pairs of interacting drugs are listed alphabetically, 
followed by the adverse interaction, its mechanism 
(in parentheses), references and recommendations 
for clinical management. These listings are usually 
based on clinical reports. Interactions listed for 
groups of drugs (such as "cephalosporins" or 
"antidepressants, tricyclic") may not have been 
reported for every drug in the group; known excep- 
tions to the interaction are noted. 
It is not possible to determine the frequency of most 
interactions. When an interaction is documented by 
one or two case reports rather than clinical studies 
or reports in many patients, the year of each report 
is given as some indication of frequency. 
Reports of interactions between more than two 
drugs have begun to appear in the medical litera- 
ture. Where these have been documented, they are 
noted as comments under interacting pairs of 
drugs. 

Undocumented Interactions 

New adverse interactions are continually being 
reported; the absence of a listing in this book does 
not necessarily mean that drugs will not interact 
when given concurrently. Interactions extrapolated 
from animal studies or interactions reported with 
related drugs, frequently mentioned in other 
sources, such as the manufacturer's package insert 
may not be included here. 

Interactions between general anesthetics and drugs 
likely to be administered during surgery, such as 
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autonomic drugs and local anesthetics, are not 
included. Interactions useful in therapy, such as 
increased plasma concentration of penicillin with 
concurrent use of probenecid, are also not listed. 
Drug combinations should be looked up under their 
components. 

Common additive effects, such as occur with use of 
two antihypertensive agents or two central nervous 
system depressants, are generally not listed. 
Effects expected from the mechanism of a drug's 
action, such as that of potassium on digitalis 
glycosides or calcium on calcium-entry blockers, 
and useful antagonist effects, such as that between 
a poison and an antidote, are also not included. 
Most interactions of drugs with foods, beverages, or 
other nutrients are not listed, but foods interacting 
with monoamine oxidase inhibitors are included. 
Mechanisms of Interactions 

Genetic differences can affect drug metabolism and 
interactions. Some drugs can interact by changing the 
metabolism of other drugs, either through inhibition or 
induction of any of several hepatic enzyme activities 
or through alterations in hepatic blood flow. Many 
drugs are metabolized by cytochrome P450 
isozymes. These isozymes are named according to a 
standard system, (for example, CYP3A4 or 
P4503A4). Drugs that are substrates or inhibitors for 
the same isozyme in vitro are likely to interact, but no 
interaction may be detectable, or it may not be 
clinically significant. Other drugs alter the binding of 
another drug to plasma proteins or tissue receptors, 
alter the distribution of drugs to active receptor sites, 
delay or enhance excretion, or cause additive or 
synergistic effects. 
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Recommendations 

Monitoring is most important when one of the 
interacting drugs is stopped or started. Some 
experienced clinicians may prefer to monitor the 
patient's clinical status rather than follow serum 
concentrations of drugs. Concurrent use of drugs 
from the same group, (for example, aspirin and 
other NSAIDs) should be avoided. 
System Requirements 

This product is available as a Franklin Reader 
application that can be downloaded from 
www.franklin.com. It is available also as a Spring- 
board Module. To use this product, you must meet 
the necessary system requirements. 
For the Franklin Reader: 

• A handheld device running Palm OS® 3.0 or 
later and the Franklin Reader 

• A PC with internet connection and browser 

For the Springboard Module: 

• A Springboard-compatible handheld device, 
such as Handspring Visor™ running Palm OS® 
3.1 H or later 

• A Handbook of Adverse Drug Interactions 
Springboard Module 

Please read this tutorial to learn how to: 

• Use the Outline 

• Use the Index 

• Use the Glossary 

• Search for words or phrases 

• View special markers 

• Set preferences 
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Using the Outline 



The Outline is arranged to quickly take you to the 
pairs of interacting drugs you want. The main 
Outline lists drug pairs, along with the Glossary and 
Index. You can find a topic by writing the first few 
letters of the drug you want. For example, write tarn 
to highlight tamoxifen & aminoglutethimide in the 
Outline. 

tamoxifen & 1 

anticoagulants, oral 1 
tamoxifen & I 

antidepressants, tr... 1 
tamoxifen ic digitoxin 1 
tamoxifen & fluoride | 
tamoxifen & I 

mitomycin C t 

Lookup: tg.nl 



You can also find a grouping by scrolling up or 
down. When the grouping you want is highlighted, 
tap it to select it. For example, tap tamoxifen & 
aminoglutethimide. 



Uiiiiii.Mi»niimn ■< < ivi 

aminoglutethimide & 
tamoxifen 

• Decreased tamoxifen 
effect (increased 
metabolism)EB Cflvoid 
concurrent use. 



The corresponding article appears. If the article 
takes up more than one screen, you can scroll to 
the top or bottom by using the scroll bar. 

Note: Pictures of screens throughout this tutorial 
are samples and may appear differently in 
the actual product. 
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Using the Index 



You can quickly find a specific topic by selecting it 
from the Index. Scroll to the bottom of the Outline 
screen and tap Index. You can also write Index or 
hit the menu key and tap Index. 



antifungals, imidaz... 
Zolpidem & bupropion 
Zolpidem & rifampin 
Zolpidem & ritonavir 
Zolpidem & selective 
serotonin reuptak... 
Zolpidem & 
venlaf axine 



Lookup: 



Write the first few letters of a drug name you want. 
For example, write Ibu - the word Ibuprin is high- 
lighted. 



Ibren 






ibuprof en 




Ibuprohm 




Ibupro-600 




Ibu-Tab 




Ibutex 




ibutilide 




I-Chlor 




Idamycin 





Lookup: ibu. 



Tap it to see a list of drug pairs or related topics 
that contain the word. 



§1 ^iF^ti 




alcohol & 




nonsteroidal anti-i... 




alkylating agents & 




nonsteroidal anti-i... 




aminoglycoside 




antibiotics & nonst... 




angiotensin- 




converting enzyme ... 




antacids k , 




Lookup:! 







5 



Using the Index 



Write the first few letters of a group you want. For 
example, write antih - the group Antihistamines: 
H2-blockers & nonste. . . is highlighted. 







anticoagulants, oral & ■ 
nonsteroidal anti-i... 
antidepressants, 
tricyclic k nonster... 
antifungals, 
griseofulvin & non... 
antifungals, 
imidazoles and tria... 




1 antihistamines: H2- 
1 blockers & nonster... 




LookUp: antihl 





Tap it to see the corresponding article. 



antihistamines: H2- t 
blockers 1 

nonsteroidal anti- 1 
inflammatory drugs 1 

• Possible piroxicam 1 
toxicity with cimetidine I 
(decreased 1 
metabolism)EE ceased 1 
on study in healthy 1 
men; clinical 1 
significance not 1 
established. i 
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Using the Glossary 



You can view a glossary entry for any drug on the 
main drug list. A glossary entry can contain a drug's 
generic or brand name, any drug or food groups to 
which it belongs, and MAO inhibitor information. 
From the Outline screen, write gloss and tap 
Glossary. 



Interactions 



antifungals, imidaz... 
Zolpidem & bupropion 
Zolpidem & rifampin 
Zolpidem & ritonavir 
Zolpidem & selective 
serotonin reuptak... 
Zolpidem & 
venlaf axine 



Index 



Lookup: a'.?^.... 



Write eth and tap the ethacrynic acid. 



glossary 



etanercept 



ethambutol 

ethchlorvynol 

ether 

ethionamide 

ethosuximide 

etidronate 

etomidate 

etoposide 



Lookup: eth 



The corresponding glossary entry appears. 



ethacrynic acid 

: is a Drug 
[Super-gro ups: 
'■* diureticsEHE 
'■Brands: 
Edecrin 



ethambutol 

is a Drug (no known 
interactions) 
'Brands: 

Myambutol 
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Searching for Words 



You can search for up to six words at a time. For 
example, write acetimenophen and alcohol then 
tap Search. 



Words: qc eta m i no p h en . a Icq hoi... 



Note: You cannot search for common words such 
as and and the on their own. 
These matches occur when the word or words you 
entered match part of a title. You see matches of 
titles containing "acetimenophen" and "alcohol". 




Words: gcetgmjnophen .qkohpL. 
1 match in Titles. 



For each match, your search word(s) appears 
surrounded by a box. The following image shows 
an example of the search result for acetimenophen 
and alcohol in text. 



acetaminophe... 



• Severe 

hep atotoxi city with 
therapeutic doses of 
acetaminophen in 
chronic alcoholics 
(probably increased 
formation of hepatoxic 
acetaminophen 
metabolites and 
gluthathione 
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Searching for Words 



Presumably, two drugs that do not interact produce 
no search results. 

If you misspell a word, a list of corrections is 
shown. Tap the down or up arrows at the right of 
this list to scroll up or down the list. To select the 
word you want, tap it and then tap OK. To go back 
to the Search screen and change the word, tap 
Cancel. 

If you are not sure how to spell a word, use ?to 
stand for a single letter or *to stand for zero, one 
or more letters. For example: 

If you are not sure if the word is spelled 
"parasthesia" or "paresthesia", write par?sthesia. 

To see all the words that begin with "hypo", write 
hypo . 



Ma ten e 
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Matches For: 
hypo* 






hypo 






hypo album in emia 
hypo album in ernic 
hypo aldosteronism 
hypocalcemia 
hypocalcemic 
hypocalciuric 






50+ Matches 

coin 


[ Cancel ] 
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Viewing Special Markers 



The following markers in text indicate that more 
information is available: 



m 

EEED 

For example, here is a bibliographic reference: 



Goes to a bibliographic entry. 
Indicates a user bookmark. 
Goes to a cross reference. 



abacavir & alcohol 

• Possible abacavir 
toxicity (probably 
decreased 

metabolism)IEE ceased 
on a study in patients; 
clinical significance 
unknown. 



Tap the marker to see the referenced text. 



ft 



Manufacturer's 
package insert 
(abacavir). 



Write /.< or tap 4 to return to the previous location. 
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Setting Preferences 



Use the Options Menu to set Book Preferences or 

Reader Preferences. 

This is the Book Preferences screen. 



Handbook of Adverse Drug 
Interactions 



| Index ] | Search "| 
Show title bar over text 



Book Preferences enables you to select the default 
Home screen. Tap the one you want. 
You can also choose to display the title bar in text. 
Tap the check box next to the title bar option to 
deselect it. 

This is the Reader Preferences screen. 



Book font sizes: 



EH 



[2f Show scroll bars 

[^f Show Quick Commands 



Reader Preferences enables you to select a font 
size. Tap the one you want. You can also choose to 
display scroll bars. Tap the check box next to the 
scroll bar to deselect it. 
Note: Quick Commands are not available in this 
book. 
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Copyright 



Handbook of Adverse Drug Interactions. 
Copyright © 2000 Franklin Electronic Publishers 
Inc., Burlington, N.J. 08016-4907. All rights re- 
served, worldwide. 

Copyright © 2000 The Medical Letter, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 

All use of this product is subject to the terms and 
conditions of the license agreement. 
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